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WRIGHT, Gas Engineer and 

@ Meter Manufacturer, 55, Millbank-street, near 

the Houses of Parliament, Westminster, respectfully 
calls the attention of Gas C ies and Engi s 


ESSRS. OAKES and CO., Alfreton 
Iron Works, Derbyshire, and Wenlock Iron 
Wharf, City-road, London, beg respectfully to inform 
Gas © i and the Public, that the London 





who are not yet provided with Station Meters to the 
fact that he has erected two of the largest machines ot 
this kind in existence, the one for the Chartered Gas 
Company, London, the other for the Hibernia Gas 
Company, Dublin, for both of which he has obtained 
the highest testimonials. 

To this branch of business A. W. devotes much at- 
tention, as well as to the Manufacture of all kinds of 
Experimental —— for Gas purposes. 

Consumers’ Meters of all sizes at the usual prices, 
with a liberal discount to wholesale purchasers. 


BREIELL and WHITEHOUSE, late 
| Brettell and Rufford, beg to inform Gas Com- 
anies and others requiring Best STOURBRIDGE 
sRiCKS and CLAY that they continue making all 
kinds of BRICKS, and warrant all their goods fully 
equal to any house in the trade. 
Fire Brick Works, Stourbridge. 


UFFORD’S FIRE-BRICKS, 
RETORTS, CRUCIBLES, and CLAY. A large 
stock always on hand, and every description of Fire- 
proof goods carefully and promptly made to order. 
FRANCIS TONGUE RUFFORD 
(Sole Proprietor), 
STOURBRIDGE, 











Agency for the SALE of their CASTINGS is now 
transferred to Mr. ALFRED PENNY, who will 
always keep in stock at Wenlock Wharf a large supply 
of Retorts and Mouthpieces of different sizes, Socket 
and Flanch Pipes, Bends, Branches, Crosses, and 
Tees, Syphon Wells, Lamp-posts, &c. &c,; Fire 
Bricks, Tiles, and Clay, Iron Borings, and almost 
every article used in Gas and Water Works. 

Incalling attention to the above announcement, Mr. 
Penny begs to say that his best attention shall be given 
to any orders that may be entrusted to his care; and 
also to remind those interested in the matter, that 
Messrs. Oakes, from their long connection with Gas 
Companies, have, perhaps, the largest Stock of Pat- 
terns for Gas Apparatus of any house in thetrade; and 
that their prices, taking into account the quality of 
their goods (being made of the best cold-blast iron), 
are unusually low. 





METER INDICES. 


J CLUER, Gas Meter, Index Maker, 
@ and Model Machinist, No.1, Bowling-green- 
lane, Clerkenwell, London. 

INDICES and all other Apparatus for Gas Meters of 
every size and kind, made on the shortest notice, of 
the best metal, and of superior workmanship. 





F. 


being constantly made. 





44, OX FORD-STREET, 
MANUFACTORY—BROAD-STREET, BIRMINGHAM, 
Manufacturers of Glass Chandeliers, Glass Lustres, Table Glass, &c. &c. 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 
(Made from “ ReGisTERED” DesiGNs), with GLass BRANCHES, &c.; suitable 
for DRAWING-ROOMS and BALL-ROOMS. 
extensive use of Gas in private dwellings has induced Messrs. OSLER to 
direct their particular attention to the manufacture of this class of articles— 
which, with a view to their general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices, 
Purchasers can select from a great variety of patterns, to which additions are 


& C. OSLER, 
LONDON; 


From £4. 15s., upwards. The more 


THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY EsTIMATB, 
ON THE LOWEST TERMS. 





THOMAS EDGE, 
Gas Fitting, and Ch 
CHEAPSIDE, LONDON. 





Patent Wet and Dry Gas Meter Works, Brass Foundry, 


tory, WESTMINSTER. City Department, No. 6, POULTRY, 


Station Meters, Governors, Pressure Registers, Experimental Meters, and every description of Gas Appa- 


ratus, the accuracy of which may be fully relied upon, 


Edge’s Improved Portable Photometer—none like unto it. See JouRNAL oF Gas LIGHTING, June 11, 1849. 
Edge’s Triple Valve, both Hydraulic and Slide, for Station Meters, Governors, and Purifiers, or, indeed, 
for any Apparatus requiring a by-pass, being “‘ three valves in one,” and at two-thirds the cost of the ordinary 


slide-valves. 


Tuomas EpcE begs to call the attention of Gas Companies to the following Improvements possessed by his 
Patent Meter, contrasted with the defects of the common Meter as generally made at the present time :— 


DEFECTS IN OLD METER, 
OLD INDEX. 
Difficulty in reading off the quantity consumed. 
Frequent mistakes and misunderstandings in conse- 
quence. 
OLD VALVE AND FLOAT. 
This often becomes a fixture by the corrosion of the 
ide-wires, and fails to show a want of water in the 
eter, whereby the Company is a loser. 
OLD SYPHON AND SIDE-PLUG. 
The Gas Company can at any time be defrauded at 
these points. i 
ras | to fire and explosion when the Syphon- 
plug is left out and gas on, or to explode the meter 
when the gas is off. 
By unscrewing the side-plug, water can be ab- 
stracted, so as to make the Meter register consi- 
derably less than it ought. 


IMPROVEMENTS IN PATENT METER, 
ee" PATENT INDEX. 

No difficulty at all. The Index is read off as a 
common row of figures. 

PATENT VALVE AND FLOAT. 

The above cannot possibly become fixed, as the con- 
necting wire never can touch any contiguous part ;conse- 
quently the Float must fall when the water decreases. 

PATENT SYPHON AND WATER-BOX. 

No possibility of abstracting Gas, inasmuch as the 
Syphon-plug is sealed off by the dip-pipe below the 
water-box. 

No side-plug is required, so that the water cannot 
possibly be drawn off below its proper level. 

Again, the gas need not be turned off, should the 
Meter require water while the lights are in use, which 
is necessarily the case with other meters, and by which 
the is subjected to serious inconvenience. 








AMSAY’S Garesfield Colliery, 
NE WCASTLE-UPON-TYNE. 

COKING COAL and COKE of the best quality; 
superior CANNEL COAL, and FIRE GOODS of all 
descriptions. : 

Analysis of Garesfield Coke, by Dr. Richardson, of 
Newcastle :— 

Carbon oe es ee +. 97-60. 
Ashes ee oe ee e 155. 
Sulphur .. ee ° ee 85. 

Products of Ramsay’s Newcastle Cannel Coal, as 
ascertained by Drs, Leeson and Miller, and G. H. 
Palmer, Esq. :— 

Gas per Ton of Coal, cubic feet «- 9°667. 
Specific Gravity .. oo oo -- O731. 
Illuminatin ee -- 1°85 to 2°03. 
ae ewcastle Coal Gas being °1. 
Coke per Ton of Coal ., ee +» 133 cwt. 
Office, Broad Chare, Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; 
and 46, Fenchurch-street, London, 





ANDREW McLAREN and CO., 

Steel-yard Wharf, 87, Upper Thames-street, 
London, have always in Stock a large Assortment of 
Cast-iron Socket and Hot-water Pipes, Wrought-iron 
Tubing with Connections, with a variety of goods 
adapted for every purpose, all of the best quality, and 
at the lowest price.—Contracts taken to any extent. 


ESTABLISHED 1827. 


J OHN BEVERLEY and SON, 
Manufacturers of the Improved METALLIC GAS 
METERS, 68, BRIGGATE, LEEDS, 

In returning thanks to Gas Companies, and those who 
have been pleased to patronize the use of their Gas 
Meters, take leave to observe that they still continue to 
make the outer cases of Cast Iron, which are carefully 
fitted and put together with screws, and the interior 
wheel or drum of a composition that has stood the 
test of years. 

Dealers in all kinds of Gas Fittings, Tubing, &c. &c, 








JOHN, BARLOW begs respectfully 

to acquaint Directors and Managers of Gas and 
Water Works, and his Friends in general, that his 
BUSINESS is TRANSFERRED from the Wenlock 
Ihon Works to the larger and more commodious 
Premises of Messrs. H. and M. D. Grissell, REGENT’S 
CANAL IRON WORKS, EAGLE WHARF-ROAD, 
LONDON, by whom he has been appointed AGENT ; 
and where he trusts he may be favoured with a con- 
tinuance of the patronage with which, for more thana 
quarter of acentury, himself and his predecessors have 
been honoured, 

A large assortment of Retorts, Pipes and Connec- 
tions, Lamp-posts, Tubing, Borings, and every other 
similar article required for the use of Gas and Water 
Works, will be kept in stock; and contractsfor Tanks, 
Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, Valves, &c., and Gas 
Works complete, executed on as advantageous terms 
as by country manufacturers. Machinery of all sorts, 
Mill Work, and Town Castings, made on the shortest 
notice. 

London, September, 1849. 


LEGG'S New Patent Gas Meter.— 
LONDON—24, REGEN T-SQUARE, 
In these Meters the varying height of the water 
makes no difference in the measure. 
PRICE OF STATION METERS. 





To measure 60,000 cubicfeet per 24 hours £50 
” 120, ” ” 75 
” 240,000 ” ” 100 
” 500,000 ” ” 150 
” 1,000,000 ,, o 250 
” 2,000,000 ” ” 400 





(GABTER'S Patent Safety Gas Valve 


or Main Cock.—Experience has demonstrated 
the superiority of this Invention as a substitute for 
the common Main Cock, which is so soon out of order, 
either becoming fixed or leaky, neither of which is 
likely to occur with these Valves. They have been se- 
veral years in use in many of our largest establishments : 
in the Bank upwards of one thousand are fixed, where, 
as elsewhere, they are highly approved. 

Many of the Gas Companies have adopted them for 
their Street Lamp Cocks, and thereby prevent the pos- 
sibility of waste. 

They are manufactured of all sizes, from 2-8 to 12 
inches bore, and are cheaper than any other descrip- 
tion of Cock now in use. 


THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 


Patentees, corner of Short-street, New-cut, Lambeth; 
Manufacturers of Block Tin Tube, and every descrip- 
tion of Gas, Steam, and Hydraulic Apparatus. 


PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 


AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 


Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory (and Warehouse), Goswell-mews, Goswell- 
road, London, 

Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 
generally, are respectfully informed this Tubing is now 
manufactured to any size, from % inch bore and 
upwards, in 100-feet lengths, and perfectly cylindrical, 
either with or without a spiral wire inside. 

VULCANIZED GLAZED FLEXIBLE TUBING, 
from } inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet 
lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet, 

ULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, 
BREWERS’ USE, and for standing great pressures 
(Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
size to fit the necessary screws, &c. 

VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TIGHT 
BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 


RYAN DONKIN and CO.’S 
Improved GAS VALVES (Registered). Messrs. 
Bryan Donkin and Co, solicit the attention of Directors 
and other Gentlemen connected with Gas Companies, 
to their improved GAS VALVES, which have been 
adopted and approved of by the principal Companies 
and Gas Engineers of London and elsewhere, on account 
of the advantages and greater security attained, and the 
more perfect adaptation to the purposes required. 
As the Inventors consider the superiority of these 
Valves now fully proved, it remains simply to quote 








the prices :— Separate Spigot and 
Faucett Fittings. 
Perin.diam. Per in. extra, 
From 14 in. to 10 in., inclusive, 13s. 3s. 6d. 
a in, to 4in., ° lds. 2s. 6d, 


»  3in.to 2in., ae 15s. ls. 6d. 

The above prices include an Indicator, for showing 
the extent to which the Valve is open. 

Bryan Donkin and Co. also solicit the attention of 
the public to their newly-invented Registered SAFETY 
GAS VALVE, or SLIDE-COCK, for service mains, 
It is constructed with plane surfaces, presenting a 
straight and full-sized bore for the flow of gas, avoi 
the cone and being as durable as the best slide-valves, 

Engineers’ Works, Grange-road, Bermondsey. 
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IM, SELLY, Cast txon, Whart, 31, 
® Baukside, Eondon, —B 


an! . rtg of superior 
quality Socket and Flange Pipes, Bends, Branches, 
yphons, and every desc on of Cag for Gag 


and Water Works, Gasometers, Tanks, rs, Con-. 
dean, &c., erected complete, ox the materials sup- 


Gas Valves and Sluice Cocks on an improved prin- 
ciple. Patent Gas Tubing and Connections. 
A stock of the above articles kept. 
The Pipes and Retorts supplied by M. K. are cast 
vertically, which ensures soundness and equality of 
thickness throughout. 


HOMAS ALLAN and CO, 

SPRING-BANK IRONWORKS, GLASGOW, 

have always on hand a large assortment of GAS 

PIPES and other Ca:tings connected with Gas Works, 
which they beg to solicit orders for. 


WM. PARKINSON 
(Successor to the late Samuel Crosley), 

COTTAGE-LANE, CITY - ROAD, LONDON, 
Begs most respectfully to announce that he has, in 
addition to the continued manufacture of GAS 
METERS, commenced (under Patent) the manufac- 

ture of Meters for measuring Water, Spirits, &c. 
N.B. These Meters are as simple and durable as 
the Gas Meter, and as correct as that instrument under 
the most careful manipulation. 


y2oN Roofing Works, Southwark. 
Office—3 a, Mansion-house-place, London. 
JOHN H. PORTER, 
Patentee of the Corrugated Iron Beams, Girders, and 
Fireproof Floors ; 

Manufacturer of IRON ROOFS and BUILDINGS, 
; Chiefly of 
THE PATENT GALVANIZED IRON. 

This material has been employed by J. H. Porter for 
several years past in the construction of Iron Roofing 
for Railway Stations and Dockyards, at home and 
abroad; Farm Buildings, Factories, Gasworks, Ware- 
houses, &c.; Sugar-houses, Megass and Coffee Sheds, 
Stores, Dwellings, and Market-places, in the East and 
West Indies, China, at the Cape of Good Hope, and in 
other parts of the world; Iron-bar and Strained-wire 
Fences, Sheep and Cattle Hurdles. 


T° Gas Companies, Water Companies, 
and Others.—TO BE DISPOSED OF, about 
NINETY 24-Inch MAIN PIPES, at — per ton. 
Application for particulars as to price, &c., to be 
made to the Storekeeper at the Chartered Gas Light 
and Coke Company’s Works, Horseferry-road, West- 
minster.—February, 1849. 


cast Iron Retorts, Socket Pipes, and 


Connections of every size suitable for Gas and 
Water Works, Lamp Columns, Wrought Iron Tubing, 
Hot Water Pipes, Rain Water Pipes, and Eaves 
Gutters, in stock, and sold on the lowest terms, at 
LYNCH WHITE'S Iron Wharf, 66, Bankside, London. 

SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

¢ Lantern Maker, 90}, Holborn-hill, begs to 

inform Managers of Gas Works, &c., that she continues 

to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable terms, 
and keep them in repair by the year. 


LARK’S Gas Burners. — Gas Fit- 
tings.—The Star, the Glass, and the Reflecting Gas 
burners are the best in existence.—Every Burner bears a 
label, “ CLARK’S PATENT.”—The price is from 3s. 6d. 
complete.—A most brilliant Light. They are shadow- 
less, and all smoke is consumed. They effect a great 
saving in Gas. Every one should use these Burners, 
The Gas Fittings are cheap and well made. The Gas 
Chandeliers are magnificent in design and very low in 
price, beginning at 42s, No one should buy without 
first calling to see the immense Stock of Gas Fittings 
constantly onshow. The Metropolitan Light Company 
also Contract and Fix GasWork.—RICHARD CLARK, 
Resident Manager, 447, West Strand.—Please write 
down the address. 


Gas Companies. — Wanted by a 
—< Young Man (married) a Situation as. GAS 
ENGINEER. He has a thorough knowledge of the 
Manufacturing of Gas, Gas Meters, and Fittings; also 
the Fitting-up of Gas Apparatus, or as a Meter 
Inspector and Collector. Satisfactory reference as to 
ability and character can be given. 
N.B, The Advertiser has no objection to go abroad. 
Address, F. R. W., Post-office, Boston, Lincolnshire. 


OQ Manufacturing Chemists, and 
Others.—The Hamburg Gas Company are pre- 
pared to receive TENDERS for the whole of the Coal 
Tar, Ammoniacal Liquor, and other refuse, produced 
at their works, for a period of one or several years.— 
Tenders and application to be made to the Directors of 
the Company. 
Gas Works, Hamburg, Dec., 1849, 






































WEST BROTHERS and CO., 
LATE 
THOMAS WEST, 


GAS METBR. MANUFACTURERS, BRASS: FOUND- 
ERS, &c., UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gas Holders, Go- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. 


LOYD’S Patent Fan Blower.—The 

attention of Founders, Engineers, Gas Companies, 
Manufacturers, &c., is respectfully directed to the 
PATENT FAN BLOWER, as being the best Machine 
hitherto introduced for Blowing, Exhausting, or giving 
motion to aériform fluids, at either high or low pres- 
sures. It will do the same amount of work as the 
ordinary Fan Blower, with half, and, in some cases, as 
little as one-third, of the power, and when at its highest 
speed is wholly unaccompanied by the disagreeable 
humming noise which invariably attends the common 
machine.—Further particulars may be obtained on 
application (by letter or otherwise) to GEORGE 
LLOYD, 70, Great Guildford-street, Southwark. 


Wiliam SUGG, Gas Engineer 


and Manufacturer of Patent Wet and Dry Gas 
Meters, combining all the latest acknowledged im- 
provements; Brass Founder, Gas Fitter, and Lamp 
Contractor; Manufacturer of all kinds of Plain and 
Ornamental Gas Apparatus, and Contractor for the 
Erection of Gas Works. Designs and Estimates sub- 
mitted; Station Meters and Governors of any size. 
Gas Meter and Apparatus Works, 19 and 20, 
Marsham-street, Westminster. 











THE New Patent 

GAS LIGHT MONITOR, 
adapted to every description of 
Burner, and supplied at a cost 
placing it within the reach of 
every consumer of Gas, regu- 
lates the flame to any required 
height, economizing the con- 
sumption, and preventing the 
danger and inconvenience aris. 
ing fromthe flaring and smoking 
of lights. It may be seen in 
daily use at the office of the 
Patentees, 20, King William- 
street, Charing-cross, 








R. LAIDLAW AND SON, 
GAS ENGINEERS, 


BRASS AND IRON FOUNDERS AND MANUFAC- 
TURERS OF GAS METERS, MALLEABLE IRON 
AND BLOCK-TIN TUBES, GAS LAMPS, PEN- 
DANTS, BRACKETS, AND FITTINGS, RETORTS, 
PIPES, and all APPARATUS required for GAS 
WORKS, of the best quality. 

ORDERS promptly executed, and ESTIMATES given. 


EDINBURGH AND GLASGOW. 
THE Economic Gas-cooking Stove.— 


With this Registered Patent Apparatus, COOKING 
by GAS is performed with little trouble, cleanliness, 
and economy; and, if necessary, where there is no 
chimney. Those who have not seen how much heat 
can be obtained from a few jets of Gas, scientifically 
applied for Chemical, Manufacturing, or Culinary 
Purposes, are invited to inspect the different kinds of 
Apparatus at C. RICKET’S Manufactory, 5, Agar- 
street, Strand, opposite Charing-cross Hospital. 


TO GAS COMPANIES, 


HN EUNSON, Gas Engineer and 
Contractor for the Erection of Gas Works, conti- 
nues to manufacture CLAY RETORTS upon the most 
approved principle, and of the best material. 
Wolverhampton, May 5, 1849. 


OSEPH BOULTON, Gas Meter 
Manufacturer, No. 1, COPPICE-ROW, CLERK- 
EN WELL, LONDON, begs to call the attention of 
Gas Companies and the public in general to his im- 
roved GAS METER, containing all the latest 
improvements. 
J. B. warrants all Meters to be manufactured of the 
best materials and workmanship, the wheels, &c., 
being of metal. Old Meters repaired on the lowest 


terms. 
5 KING, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 
e 21, Cock-lane, West Smithfield, London. 
Meters made of the best materials and workmanship, 
with all the recentimprovements, and warranted correct 
in registration. 














ESTABLISHED IN 1834, 











TTA PERCHA TUBING. 











&e., is useful for the conveyance 0: 


for years. E 
affected so soon by the frost of winter as metal piping. 


eachs 


Every variety of Gutta Percha Articles man 





UTTA Percha Tubing, being unaffected by moisture. acids, alkalies, gr 
Water, Oil, Chemicals, Liquid Manure, &c. 
valuable for Drain and Soil Pipes, In case of any stoppage, an incision can be made in the tubing with a shar 
knife, and readily closed again by means of a warmiron, Its strength is extraordinary; the small half-inc 
diameter tubing having resisted a pressure of 2501b. on the square inch without bursting. 

Gutta Percha is totally impervious to wet, and may be steeped in water or buried in damp or marshy grounds 
Ir IS NOT SO LIABLE TO INCRUSTATION, and, from its peculiar property as a non-conductor, is not 


ease, 


It is peculiarly 


The smaller sizes of the Tubing may be had in lengths of from 160 to 400 feet, and the larger sizes of 50 feet, 


‘The extraordinary power possessed by Gutta Percha Tubing asa ConDUCTOR OF SOUND renders it invaluable 
for conveying messages from one room or building to another. ; 

] tured at the Company’s Works, Wharf-road, City-road, Lon- 
don; and sold by their Wholesale Dealers in town or country. 





PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 
No, 66, Snow-hill, London, 
the 


[ILLIAM SMITH, 

improvements he has made in the Wet Meter 
and which he has seoured by her Majesty’s Ro 
Letters Patent, the aceuracy of their registry is rene 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjustii 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Leve 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the 
possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in- 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
great desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent 
Equitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity 
in the gas, 

Old Meters may readily have the adjusting slide and 
hydraulic applied, thereby having accurate measure- 
ment assured. 

Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest 
notice. 


FLARBPERS and MOORE, of the Delph 


Fire-brick and Clay Works, Stourbridge, invite 
the attention of Gas Companies, Engineers, Oven 
Builders, and all consumers, to their Stock of FIRE- 
BRICKS, LUMPS, or BURRS, QUARRIES, CLAY, 
and other Goods, a large assortment of which is 
always kept at their London Depét, No. 7, Wenlock- 
road, City-road ; also Melting-pots for Brassfounders 
and Metal Refiners. These articles are made in a very 
superior manner from clay of the very best quality, and 
have been proved by sxetebantihens (who can be referred 
to) to have withstood the most severe tests, and for 
very long periods. 

Shipping orders supplied, and every description of 
Fire-clay Goods made to pattern or drawings on the 
shortest notice. 

H. and M. particularly invite the attention of Gas 
Companies to atrial of their Fire-clay Retorts, which 
they are now making in a very superior manner, and of 
a quality which, on trial, will be found to surpass any- 
thing of the kind hitherto produced. The superior 
quality and peculiar admixture of their clays enable 
them to manufacture an article which fully admits of 
the necessary expansion and contraction, to allow of 
their being let down at the end of a season, when the 
usual supply of gas is not required, and again put to 
work for successive seasons without fear of cracking or 
leakage from any other cause. 

H.and M. further beg to direct attention to the 
evidence of Mr. Croll, given before a Committee of the 
House of Commons, relative to the use of Clay Retorts 
(see “‘ Gas-lighting Journal ” of April 10, 1849, pages 
43 and44). The Clay Retorts there referred to by Mr. 
Croll were made at, and supplied from, the works of 
Harpers and Moore, as above; they were put to work 
in August, 1846, and are now in full and constant 
operation. 

Testimonials can be seen, and further information 
obtained, on application (if by letter, prepaid), ad- 
dressed as above. 


iH JONES, Gas Meter Manufacturer, 
e No. 44, OLD-STREET, St. Luke’s, London, 
—— respectfully to call the attention of Gas Companies 
to his latest improvements in the WET METER, by 
means of which water cannot be abstracted, neither 
can Gas by any possibility pass through the Meter with- 
out registering. 


IRE Clay Gas Retorts.—The sub- 
scribers have for many years been extensive 
manufacturers of FIRE CLAY RETORTS, and supply 
most of the works in the centre and east coast of Scot- 
land. They will guarantee their Retorts to last from 
one to two years, and to give satisfaction. They are 
cheaper than iron, carbonize coal more quickly, and with 
less fuel. Their Retorts may be seen at work at Poplar 
Gas Works, London. 
Price £2 to £3, according to size. 
Fire Bricks and all other Fire Clay Articles furnished 
of best manufacture, and at moderate prices. 
FRASER and SANDERSON. 
Inverkeithing, March 6, 1849. 
Annual Expense of Retorts at the Dunfermline Gas 
Work, showing the difference of Expense betwixt Iron 
and Inverkeithing Clay Retorts, 











To May, 1835, Iron Retorts used. £161 110 
1836, Do. ° ° 154.17 9 
1837, Do. . . 167 17 0 
1838, Iron, and Clay commenced 137 3 0 
1839, Iron and Clay ° e 8118 0 
1840, Clay Retorts . é e 20 5 0 

" Do. . ° 29 5 0 
1842, Do. . ° ° 2210 0 
1843, Do. x ; 20 «0 
1844, Do. ° - o» 19 210 
1845, Do. Fa . . 1414 0 





PATENT FIRE-CLAY RETORTS. 


RLANDO BROTHERS and RAIL. 
TON, Manufacturers of O. Brothers’s Patent, 
beg to state that these RETORTS being made in ONE. 
ENTIRE OPERATION, and in ONE PIECE of any required 
shape, length, breadth, and height, are not liable 
to Cracks and Fissures, of which there is a just and 
general complaint; and they are consequently superior 
to and cheaper than any hitherto manufactured. 
Prices per foot in length :—- 


At Blackburn, In London, 
12 in. by 12 7s. Od, 8s. 3d. 
14 in. by 12 8s. Od. 9s. 6d. 
16 in. by 12 8s. 6d. 10s. 3d. 
18 in. by 15 9s. 6d. lls, 6d, 
19 in, by 13 9s, 6d. lls, 6d. 


24 in. by 15 lls 
exclusive-of the angle-iron flanges. 
References and further particulars may be obtained 
on application to the Patentee, Gas Works, Blackburn; 
or to Messrs. George Barlow and Son, 9, Charterhouse 
square, London, 
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~ Circular to Gas Companies. 


Tue event, the approach of which we have long foreseen, has 
at length arrived, the Corporation of the city of London having, 
on the 7th instant, granted the prayer of the Great Central Gas 
Consumers’ Company for permission to lay down their mains 
in the streets and thoroughfares under their jurisdiction. The 
benefits which the publicwill derive from this resolution are more 
than doubtful, but the ruin it entails upon the proprietors of the 
Metropolitan Gas Worksis certain. It is another added to the 
many previous examples that something beyond lethargic con- 
fidence is requisite tocombat active and unscrupulous opponents. 
Had our warning voice been heard and acted upon, it would 
have saved the two respected bodies, which have now been 
sacrificed to the Moloch of public clamour in the hope that 
the other members may escape. Be not deceived, gentlemen : 
do you think that the gas consumers of the Strand, Regent- 
street, Oxford-street, and other populous localities, will long 
remain quiet spectators of what is passing in the city of 
London? If you do, you are grievously mistaken; and, if you 
can read the future, you will instantly, and without being asked, 
reduce your price of gas to 5s. per 1000 feet. The present 
situation of the City companies demonstrates the importance 
of knowing when to yield, and the value attached to an unasked- 
for concession. Unjust concessions, wrung at the eleventh 
hour under the pressure of circumstances, far from proving 
that the original demands were reasonable, resemble more those 
of the poor traveller who, to save his life, gives up his purse to 
the armed highwayman, and is as little thanked, The cor- 
poration of the city of London, in deciding this question without 
inquiry, and without permitting evidence to be produced to 
rebut the ex parte statements to which they have lent too ready 
an ear, have committed an injustice which will one day react 
upon themselves. The laugh and jeer which greeted the 
appeals of the widows and orphans, about to be rendered 
destitute by their act, were unworthy of a deliberative assembly, 
the more so, as that corporate body draws from the public 
itself, under the fiction of ‘* orphan’s dues,” a sum of little less 
than £200,000 a year, of which £20,000 is contributed by gas 
companies beyond their jurisdiction. When this tax was 
imposed, widows and orphans were less the objects of the 
sneers of the corporation of the city of London than they 
appear to be at the present day. 

The present decision will, of course, materially affect the 
relations of the Metropolitan Gas Companies north of the 
Thames with each other; and, as the yearly decreasing popula- 
tion of the City will scarcely find employment for three exten- 
sive gas works, we expect to see some of them turning their 
attention to other districts. The rich preserves of Marylebone, 
hitherto in the exclusive occupation of one company, as well as 
the other leading thoroughfares we have mentioned, will not 
escape the attention of the defeated companies; and a proposal 
to supply those districts at 5s., or less, would be hailed with 
acclamation by their inhabitants. Holborn is the high road to 
Marylebone, and from Holborn-bars to Oxford-street is but 
a step. 

The crowded state of our columns prevents us inserting a few 
concluding remarks with which Dr. Fyfe has favoured us in 
reply to Mr. Wright’s last article. As these gentlemen do not 
seem likely to agree, we would suggest that a meeting should 
take place between them, in the ensuing spring or summer, on 
the work of some Scotch gas company, which may be placed 
at their disposal, and there, in the presence of a committee of 
English and Scotch engineers, let experiments be made and 
the question settled. Some standard method of ascertaining 
the value of gas is now becoming of greater importance than 
ever, and the course we propose must, we think, meet the 
views of all parties. 

The disposition to speculation in metals has been aided by 


= 











the plethora of the Bank of England, and a rise of at least 5s. 
per ton in iron and castings has taken place within the last few 
days, with every prospect of its going higher. 





THE GREAT CENTRAL GAS CONSUMERS’ COMPANY. 

On Monday, Dec. 3, a special meeting of the Commissioners of 
Sewers for the City of London, was held in the Court of Common 
Council, at twelve o’clock, for the purpose of receiving and con- 
sidering petitions from the citizens with respect to a reduction in the 
price of gas. The court was crowded with spectators throughout the 
sitting, and the greatest interest was manifested in the proceedings. 
Deputy Peacock occupied the chair, and there was a full attendance 
of commissioners. Aldermen Sidney, Hooper, and Sir Chapman 
Marshall were also present. 

The CuarrMan said they were all aware of the great importance of 
the question which had brought them together. He did not know 
that anything new could be said upon it, but he trusted it would be 
considered calmly and dispassionately, and without anything like 
uupleasant reflection on anybody. He thought that members having 
charge of petitions should present them at once, and reserve the 
remarks which they had to make on the subject till all the petitions 
had been first regularly submitted to the board. 

A large number of petitions, praying the court to assist the citizens 
in obtaining a reduction in the price of gas, and, in order best to 
effect that object, to give its sanction to the establishment of the 
Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company, were then presented by 
different members of the board, from the various parishes in all the 
wards within the City; the aggregate amount of signatures attached 
to the whole of the petitions (111 in number) being 9600, out of a 
population of 150,000, 

After some discussion as to the order in which the business should 


proceed, 

The Cierx read a memorial from the City of London Gas Light 
and Coke Company, praying to be heard in reply to the allegations of 
the petitions from the citizens. He then also read a memorial from 
the directors of the Chartered Gas Light and Coke Company, praying 
the City Commissioners of Sewers to prevent the ruinous competition 
which must ensue if they sanctioned the establishment of the Great 
Central Gas Consumers’ Company, and offering to reduce the price of 
gas from 5s. to 4s, per 1000 cubic feet on and after Christmas next; a 
concession on its part which the company earnestly trusted would 
give full satisfaction to the public generally. 

Mr. Deputy Harrison then presented the following petition :— 


“TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE COURT OF COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS OF THE 
CITY OF LONDON. 
“ The humble petition of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company showeth,— 

“ That this company was founded in November, 1848, upon the principles pro- 
mulgated in the report presented by Mr. Charles Pearson to your worshipful court, 
and published in all the newspapers ; wherein he demonstrated that the price of 
gas ought to be governed by the cost of its distribution rather than its cost of pro- 
duction ; and that the citizens of London, consuming annually five hundred millions 
of gas within a compact space of less than one square mile, had a right to be supplied 
at a much lower rate than the inhabitants of extensive districts, thinly populated 
with gas consumers, and where the length of mains and pipes employed in distri 
buting the gas ily i a cost posed of leakage, expense of 
collection and management, and the interest on capital—averaging four times, and 
sometimes reaching ten times, the amount required in the city of London, to supply 
the consumers with the same quantity of brighter and purer gas. 

“ That the City Gas Company and the Chartered Gas Company were permitted, 
many years since, under a contract with your worshipful court, to lay down their 
pipes throughout the City, with a distinct written agreement that, at the expiration 
of the contract, the court should be entitled, at their own pleasure, to purchase the 
pipes of the two companies by valuation. 

** That the said companies partitioned the City between them, and under the 
sanction of a secret agreement, known by the name of the ‘ Congreve Compact,’ they 
established a practical monopoly, which has been ever since maintained, whereby 
the citizens of London have been debarred from the enjoyment of cheaper and better 
gas, which their situation and circumstances entitled them to demand. 

“ That the contracts with the companies expired many years since, and that your 
worshipful court have year by year, including the present year, advertised for tenders 
to supply the City with gas. 

“ That Mr. Pearson, in his report, suggested to your worshipful court that it 
might be expedient for the commissioners, or the corporation, to buy up the old 
companies’ pipes at a valuation at the expiration of the then pending contracts, 
according to the terms of the original agreement for laying them down, and to pur- 
chase wholesale of a consumers’, or some other company, superior gas, at a price 
which would enable them to retail it to the consumer at 4s., and obtain a large 
annual surplus (after repaying interest on capital) to be applicable to sanitary or 
other public improvements within the City. 

“ That your worshipful court did not deem it right to comply with this suggestion ; 
and the old companies peremptorily refused to reduce their charge below 6s. per 
thousand, the price payable for gas throughout the thinly-peopled districts of the 
metropolis. 

“ That the consumers of the City, unable to obtain a reduction of price by other 
means, resolved to unite and redress their own grievances in their own way; 
they therefore formed a powerful company, to lay down their pipes and to supply 
themselves. 

“That this company is now incorporated ‘and consists of a few capitalists and 
upwards of 700 gas consumers, who have subscribed a capital equal to the supply of 
the entire City. 

** That this company has secured an annual supply of nearly three hundred million 
feet of gas, guaranteed by shareholders and contractors by deed for five years; the 
company has likewise purchased land for their works; and on the 7th of December 
next they will accept tenders for the pipes requisite to supply their customers, and 
will be ready (with the permission of your worshipful court) to commence the service 
of the public in the month of June next. 

“« That no act of Parliament for the maintenance and supply of gas is necessary 
that every one of the metropolitan companies was established by deed, and allor 
nearly all of them laid down their pipes and commenced serving their customers 
before they obtained any act of Parliament, either to incorporate or empower them; 
the commissioners of ——— and other publie bodies, exercising in the different 
localities powers and functions pr te to your own, having uniformly given their 
consent to laying down the pipes without a for the passing of an act. 

“ That the directors of this company are for the most part large consumers in the 
City, and are connected with it by commercial or corporate ties. They desire that 
the advantages to be derived by the citizens from their efforts shall be rendered 
permanent; they therefore do intend to obtain an act of Parliament during the 
a session to give the usual facilities conferred by the Model Gas Act, 
always granted by Parliament, but more particularly to bind themselves and their 

iple, price, 
after paying to the shareholders a fair and liberal return for their capi Netnt ose V 
in the undertaking. GAS ] T 

“ That the directors likewise offer to bind the company by its corpo eal, to 

insert in the act the several clauses proposed by your worshipful , the 
a | 4 





successors to supply at all times the best possible gas at the lowest 
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- session. They have also introduced into the bill enaciments to the following 
effect :— 

“ lst. That the pipes shall be laid between the hours of seven in the evening and 
eight in the morning; and that the carriage-way and footway shall be made good 
before eight o’clock each morning, at the cost of the company, under heavy penalties 
on the company and contractors. J “ 

“ 2nd. That the gas to be supplied shall be superior in purity and illuminating 
power to the gas in common use, to be tested from time to time by eminent profes- 
sors of chemistry, and to be guaranteed by heavy pecuniary fines on the contractor 
and the company. 

“3rd. That the price of the gas to the consumer shall never exceed 4s, per thou- 
sand cubic feet, and that the price shall be from time to time reduced as consump- 
tion increases, so that all excess of profits beyond 10 per cent. shall be always 
applied in the reduction of price to the consumer, to be secured by the publication 
of the company’s accounts, duly audited by a public auditor, to be appointed by the 
corporation or by the Board of Trade. 

“4th. That meters and services shall be supplied gratis; that they shall be stamped 
by and subjected to inspection and regulation of a public officer, to be appointed by 

e corporation or the Court of Aldermen. . : 

“* This company are ready and willing to supply the street lights with better gas 
at a lower rate than the present contracts. se 

“ The directors have no indisposition to engage in an honourable competition 
with their rivals, in the application of the discoveries of modern science, to improve 
the quality and economise the cost of manufacturing gas; and they hope and believe 
that they will, by ey | additional contracts from consumers, be soon enabled 
to reduce the price to 3s. 6d., and ultimately to 3s., per thousand cubic feet. 

« As, however, they have engaged in this undertaking as public men, acting upon 
public principles for the attaintment of public objects, they have determined that 
they will not enter into any ruinous conflict with the old panies, by reducing 
their charge below the i rates, should it be (as rumoured) their intention to 
undersell this company by lowering their prices below the remunerating standard. 

“* Your petitioners humbly pray your worshipful court to grant leave to this com- 
pony forthwith to lay down their pipes for the =e the public and private lights 
within the City, upon their executing a deed under their corporate seal, to the satis- 
faction of the solicitor of the company, binding themselves to the foregoing condi- 
tions, and such other stipulations as your worshipful court may think necessary.” 

The following petition was also presented :— 
“‘TO THE WORSHIPFUL THE COURT OF COMMISSIONERS OF SEWERS OF THE 
CITY OF LONDON. 

“‘ The respectful petition of the cautinee owners, occupiers, inhabitants, and 
gas consumers within the city of London, showeth, that a practical monopoly of the 
supply of gas within the city of London has existed for many years, originally 
established by means of an unauthorized agreement, known as the ‘Congreve Com- 
~*~ by which the City was partitioned between the Chartered and the City of 

ndon gas companies. 

“That the high charges made by these companies for their gas have long been the 

ibject of complaint by the citizens, who contend that their large consumption 
within a small space, and at a small expense, by means of a small capital expended 
in mains and pipes, entitles them to be served at a much lower price than the inha- 
bitants of provincial towns and the suburbs of the metropolis, where there is a 
limited consumption extended over a large district, at a great cost of management 
and collection, and requiring a large capital invested in many miles of pipes and 
mains. 

“ That petitions were presented to the Court of Common Council during the last 
year, and resolutions were passed at most of the wardmotes of the City at the last 
election of that body, praying that means might be taken to give to the inhabitants 
of the City the benefit of such a reduction in the price of gas as their position and 
circumstances gave them a — to expect. 

“* That, the old companies having enjoyed for upwards of thirty years a mono 
lising right of supply, your petitioners had hoped they would have yielded to the 
generally-expressed wish of the citizens, to reduce their charges to such a standard 
as would have given them a fair remuneration, after having called in aid all the 
means and applications of modern science to improve and cheapen their suppl ° 

“* That, the old companies having refused to make any reduction, a powe a com- 
pany, composed of capitalists and consumers, was formed, to give the inhabitants 
redress. ‘This company proposed to be bound by an act of Parliament to supply gas 
at 4s. per thousand, purer and brighter than that charged by the other companies at 
6s. ; it likewise agreed to be bound by the act to reduce the price of gas successively 
to 3s. 6d. and 3s. per thousand, so soon as an increased consumption would warrant 
the step, after payment of a ten per cent. dividend. The pany also ted to 
the appointment of independent chemists, of character and eminence, to test the 
purity and power of their gas, and public officers to inspect the meters, which are to 
be supplied gratuitously by the company, after being duly stamped. 

“ That your petitioners are informed that nearly 5/00 consumers within the City 
have executed contracts to take the Consumers’ Company’s gas for five years upon 
the foregoing terms, provided it can be supplied to them on or before September 
next ; and your petitioners are likewise informed that the company intend to procure 
anact of Parliament in the ens ees They, however, mean to commence 
operations immediately, and have purchased an eligible site for their works, for the 
execution of which they are about to enter into contracts, relying with confidence 
that your worshipful body will consent to the laying of their pipes throughout the 
City, subject to the distinct condition that the work is to be done between the hours 
of seven in the evening and eight in the moining, the workmen closing the ground 
and making good the carriage and foot ways each morning as the work proceeds. 

“ That in these days of competition, when your petitioners are obliged to reduce 
their trade expenses to the lowest standard, an improvement in the quality and illu- 
minating power, and a reduction in the price, of so important a requisite of trade 
as gas, is a matter of great moment, and would afford some compensation to the 
citizens for the heavy charges to which they are exposed by having to pay higher 
rents, rates, and taxes, on account of their position, than the inhabitants of the pro- 
vinces and suburbs are compelled to bear. 

“ Your petitioners therefore respectfully pray your worshipful court to give your 
consent to the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company to lay their pipes in the City, 
ouneest i the foregoing conditions, being enforced by proper provisions in the 
intended act.” 


A communication was also read from the chairman of the Commer- 
cial Gas Company, stating, in reply to a letter from Mr. Daw (the 
clerk of the City Court of Sewers), that Mr. Daw’s letter arrived too 
late to enable a deputation from the Commercial Gas Company to be 
present at that day’s meeting, but begging to submit to the court the 
following information :— 

** That the Commereial Gas Company was established to protect the interests of 


the consumers of gas of the eastern parts of London. That the company sought to 
supply the whole of the city of London, but were, unfortunately, not successful in 











their application to your honourable court. That, notwithstanding the great care 
and economy exercised in the erection of their works, and the low price of mate- 
rials, their proprietors were for several years without any dividend; that they have 
never paid more than six per cent., and have never given any bonus. That the Com- 
mercial Company believe they can supply gas as good and as cheap as any company, 


and are prepared to doso. That they are willing that the price to be charged to 
their consumers, the citizens of London, shall be regulated by the Board of Trade, 
or avy Government commission, feeling assured that any such commission will, after 
a careful investigation of the merits, afford protection as well to the consumer as to 
the manufacturer; and they also feel assured that the Commissioners of Sewers of 
the city of Londou are only anxious to do justice between the consumer of gas and 
those who have embarked their capital in a business of so hazardous and speculative 
a character.” 

The Cuarrman then inquired whether any of the parties who had 
sent in petitions wished to add anything to what was contained in 
their respective memorials ? 

Mr. Cuartes Pearson, M.P., said he had the honour to represent 
the corporation of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company, which, 
at a board meeting held that morning, had deputed him to be its 
spokesman; but he apprehended the course of the business would be 





to ask the parties, in the order in which their respective petitions had 

been presented, if they intended to address the court. If that were 

~ the representatives of two other companies would have to precede 
im. 

The Cuarrman thought they ought first to hear the gentlemen who 
sent in the petitions from the parishes. 

Mr. Alderman Sipnezy, to prevent any mistake, wished to ask Mr, 
Pearson if the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company was already, 
or was only intended to be, a corporation ? : 

Mr. Pearson: It is as much a corporation in law as the corporation 
of the city of London is, only it is not so old. (A laugh.) 

Mr. Ditton said there was one reason, personal to himself, why 
he should address the court. So long ago as February last a meeting 
of consumers of gas had been held at the City of London Tavern. 
That meeting did him the honour to place him in the chair. In con- 
sequence he had come into direct communication with the two 
established companies, and on that account he begged to make a few 
observations on the present occasion. The unanimous feeling of that 
large and influential meeting was that a reduction in the price and an 
improvement in the quality of the gas consumed in the City were 
imperatively called for. The grounds on which they proceeded were, 
that, by the partition of the City into two parts,;a monopoly had prac- 
tically been established of the article of gas ; that a reduction in price 
was never given except on compulsion; and that the companies 
charged the citizens of London a higher price than they were in the 
custom of charging the inhabitants in the neighbourhood of the City. 
Complaints were also made with respect to the purity or impurity of 
the gas; and it was agreed at this meeting that there were special 
reasons connected with the city of London why the supply of gas 
should be cheaper than elsewhere. It was unnecessary to enlarge on 
these topics, because the meeting was aware of the principle to which 
they referred, that the expense was more that incurred by the distri- 
bution than by the manufacture of gas; and the conclusion was that, 
in a great city like London, where the space to be traversed was 
comparatively small, the gas ought to be cheaper, instead of dearer, 
than in other localities. The meeting came unanimously to the 
resolution that a committee should be named to bring about, if pos- 
sible, a reduction in the price of gas. The committee also did him 
the honour to appoint him its chairman. It had been nominated on 
the 21st of February, at that meeting, which was held totally irrespec- 
tive of any particular company, or of any new company (hear, hear), 
which, according to his belief, was not put in motion by any compan 
whatsoever; for he begged it to be distinctly understood that he too 
the chair having no authentic knowledge of an intention to form a 
company; and that he, and those who acted with him, acted simply 
with the view they professed, namely, for the purpose of obtaining a 
reduction in the price of gas for themselves and their fellow-citizens. 
(Hear, hear). he committee, who were trammelled by no instruc- 
tions and bound by no party, came, at their first meeting, to the 
resolution of communicating with the two existing companies, A 
deputation of five of the committee met them on the 7th of March, 
The duty devolved on him of acting as spokesman. They had a long 
discussion. The deputation was received very differently by 
the two companies : with great courtesy by one of them, which pro- 
mised in every way to pay attention to the committee's representa- 
tions. They both promised an answer on the 13th of March. In 
the interval a new company presented itself, and entered—what 
should he call it?—into a treaty with the committee, and represented 
to them the necessity of getting an early answer, for reasons of their 
own in connection with the forms of the House of Commons, being 
then before it to obtain their bill. The committee saw the advantage 
of competition, and it was for the express purpose of encouraging 
competition, if they could not get a reduction in the price of gas, that 
the committee had been appointed. On the 12th of March, the day 
before the committee had to wait for the reply, letters were received 
from each of the companies, He then read the letters: the one, 
signed “D. Benham,” stating that the company did not think it 
desirable to enter into an arrangement with individual consumers 
after an interview had with the Commissioners of Sewers; _the 
other, signed “C, Burls,” stated that the directors of the Gas Light 
and Coke Company could not give an answer at that time to Mr, 
Dillon and the committee. Having received these replies, which he 
did not wish to characterize by any strong epithet, but which 
appeared to be evasive and inconclusive, the committee passed a reso- 
lution unanimously recommending the new company. It was evident 
that the old companies evaded the subject, and that it was nothing 
but apprehension of the new company which compelled them, in the 
first instance, to reduce their charge to 5s., and which now induced 
them to reduce their charge to 4s. He felt an apprehension on his 
own part as to the certainty or stability of offers made under such 
circumstances. at 

Mr. Lamsez, Mr. Ficxi1ne, and Mr. Larsy supported the petition. 

Mr. Gray, chairman of the City Gas Company, felt assured that 
the court would grant him their attention while he explained to them 
the peculiar situation in which the City of London Gas Company 
found themselves placed. Much had been said of monopoly with 
reference to the position of the Chartered Gas Company and them~- 
selves. He must revert to a correspondence between Sir W. Con- 
greve and the company, to show that to the arrangement which 
had been mentioned they had become unwilling parties. Their 
act of Parliament allowed them powers so extensive that they 
might have gone wherever they would. They were compelled by 
Sir W. Congreve to give up that power, the reason he assigned 
being that an arrangement had been made with three other com- 
panies, and that it could not be presumed but that the fourth 
would be compelled to come into it. The result was, that the com- 
pany was forced into a small district, where they remained a great 
many years. Certainly they derived profit from the business; and 
who was there embarked in trade who did not seek to obtain a good 
return from his capital? If it were assumed that they were making 
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inordinate profits, was that a reason why there should be a compe- 
tition which might end in the ruin of them all? People might laugh ; 
but the Chartered Gas Company had a large district out of the City, 
and were compensated by what they received without for what they 
had been reduced within. The City of London Gas Company were 
not in that position. It was so much lost to the concern. Some 
little allowance should be made for feeling when Mr. Dillon called 
upon them. They were accused at that time of supplying bad gas, 
gas insufficient in quality; and, what was still worse, it was said 
that the measure they used to ascertain the quantity consumed was 
erroneous, and that, although they appeared to derive so much profit, 
they yet derived a greater profit than what was apparent. They 
desired that that matter should be inquired into. They went to Par- 
liament. Some who were examined gave evidence showing that what 
the company supplied as to A gd was fully meted out. A ques- 
tion having bean put by Mr, Pearson whether they intended to 
reduce the price of gas, they refrained from giving a positive answer. 
They had come to 5s. now. He (Mr. Gray) asked Mr. Pearson 
whether on a reduction he intended to pause? Mr. Pearson’s 
answer was, that he could make no promise of that sort. When Mr. 
Dillon came to the company, he (Mr. Gray) said, ‘‘ If we come to 
5s., will you cease this agitation?’’ A member of the deputation 
said, “ I have no authority to give such a promise;”’ and Mr. Dillon 
said, ‘*‘ We wish to have the price of gas reduced.” The company 
hoped the agitation would have ceased when they reduced the price of 
gas to 5s. in June last. With respect to pavement, he did not know 
whether the present surveyor concurred in the report of Mr. Acton 
at the timewhen the British Gas Company applied for leave to lay their 
mains, He was told there wasan act of Parliament by which paviors 
were bound to openthe trenches by night, but that worked so unfavour- 
ably that the provision, he believed, was eventually repealed. There 
was some risk attending the manufacture of gas. The property could 
not be protected. But it was exposed to other hazards. In June, 
1841, an explosion took place on the premises of Mr. Dakin, and the 
company paid damages to the extent of £1080. 10s. 2d. They had 
not put down in the petition the amount to which they were prepared 
to reduce; but he was ready to say that they were prepared to make 
the present price 4s. (Cries of ‘‘ Hear, hear,”’ and “*Order.’’) It was 
very clear generally that tradesmen would not make a reduction of 
themselves. That wasnot peculiar to gascompanies. They all liked 
good profits, and they all kept up prices as long as they could. The 
company did so with the desire of preventing others from interfering. 
It was their desire to furnish good gas, and a plentiful supply. There 
was an idea that, as they lowered the price of their gas, they increased 
the consumption. But the company found when the reduction was 
made from 7s. to 6s. there was a loss of £6000, The chairman would 
confirm that statement, so far as could be done by one who knew 
they had applied to the Commissioners of the Property-tax to reduce 
their assessment. He felt deeply indebted to the court for the kind 
hearing they had given him, He hoped he had used no term which 
could be construed into any reflection on that court. The directors, 
he should only say in conclusion, had a sincere desire to protect the 
interests of those who had confided those interests to their charge ; 
and he hoped the reduction which had been made would be thought 
satisfactory. 

Mr. Bateman, governor of the Chartered Gas Company, observed 
that, suffering from domestic affliction as well as indisposition, he 
should have felt desirous to absent himself from the meeting, but, 
recollecting that he and his fellow-directors of the Chartered Gas 
Company represented the interests of 1000 persons, many of whom 
were entirely dependent on that source of income, he felt himself 
justified in coming forward on that occasion. His colleague had, 
in answer to an inquiry, said to him that he ought, and, in accord- 
ance with that suggestion, he had risen, He did not think the 
matter, as regarded the reduction, was put fairly. The Central 
Gas Company did not give credit to the companies for having reduced 
their rates from from 6s. to 5s. Mr. Dillon had adverted to inter- 
views held with the two companies, saying they had refused to give 
him an answer. Ifthe Chartered Company declined to do so, it was 
beeause they considered themselves as pledged to the Commission of 
Sewers to give the first intimation. Redeeming that pledge, they did 
not feel themselves justified in communicating to others what they 
had previously communicated to the commission. Mr. Dillon stated 
that there might be no stability in the reduction. He left the court 
to judge as to the stability with which they maintained what they 
pledged themselves to do. What they pledged themselves to do they 
would do, They would not consider themselves as engaging only at 
the time, but as pledged to supply gas to the inhabitants of London 
on the terms set forth in the memorial, They were giving to the gas 
consumers much better conditions than if the petition of the Central 
Gas Company were granted. He might be permitted to state, on the 
part of the Chartered Gas Company, that the reduction would be 
altogether a reduction of some thousands of pounds; and, therefore, 
the consumers would be benefited by six months’, or, he believed, 
nine months’ supply of gas. For he knew so much of gas-lighting 
that he had no hesitation in expressing it as his opinion, that the new 
company could not give light to the citizens before Michaelmas next. 
But, taking their own statement, that they would be able to do so in 
June, six months hence, the elder companies gave a supply for those 
six months. During that period were the citizens put in a better 
position? Another observation had been made which he begged 
to contradict most decidedly. It was said they had refused to lay 
@ service-pipe where it was required. The orders to the inspectors 
were, that service-pipes should be laid commensurate with the wants 
of the consumers, If the particulars of the case were furnished, 
the case would be investigated, and, if it were caused by any of their 
inspectors, he should be called upon and censured. It was their 

ractice to do all they could to meet the wishes of the consumers, 
eir inspectors were out every day attending to every complaint. 
They came in the morning, and again at four o’clock in the afternoon, 





to attend to any complaints that might have been made. The 
directors had the complaints in the books, which were continually 
before them, and they called on the inspectors to say whether the 
matter had been remedied. Generally, it appeared that they were 
entered as remedied. He apprehended the Commissioners of Sewers 
would consider the consumers benefited by the abatement made by 
the directors, and he was convinced they would not lose sight of one 
point, namely, the taking up of the pavement. He would let the 
question rest on the opinion of the surveyor of the court. The 
companies knew, perhaps, more of the pavement than the commis- 
sioners themselves; but whenever the mains were taken up they had 
frequently to be so a second and third time, 

r. Stacey inquired whether the promises of a reduction would be 
revoked in the event of the court resolving to admit the application 
of the Central Company, or would that reduction take effect at Christ- 
mas next, with or without the consideration of such circumstance ? 

Mr, Hawes replied, with or without consideration of such a cir- 
cumstance. They made no conditions whatever. 

Mr. Gray, on behalf of the City of London Gas Company, stated 
that they gave the reduction unconditionally, and meant, most 
undoubtedly, to adhere to it. 

Mr. Hawes: We will be most happy to reduce the price from 4s. 
to 3s, a little before we divide ten per cent. 

Mr. Deputy Lorr inquired whether the companies would bind 
themselves in a legal engagement? 

Mr. Hawes replied, most unquestionably ; and Mr. Bateman added 
that the commissioners held in the memorial a document which was 
binding on the directors. 

Mr. C, Pzarson, in a long and eloquent speech (for which we have 
not room in our limited columns), repeated the stereotyped fables of 
the petitioners, and on its conclusion 

The Cuairman then said that the feeling of the majority of the 
court appeared to be in favour of adjourning the business at this stage 
till another day. 

Several members who re the petitioners objected to this 
course, but, the question of adjournment being eventually put to the 
vote, it was carried in the affirmative by sixteen hands to thirteen. 

The court then adjourned the discussion till twelve o’clock on 
Friday, Dec. 7. 


ADJOURNED MEETING. 

The commission met on Friday, Dec. 7, in the Council-chamber, 
Deputy Peacock in the chair, for the purpose of proceeding to con- 
sider the application of the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company. 
There was a numerous audience, as at last meeting. 

Mr. Deputy Harrison presented a petition adopted at a meeting 
held in the London Tavern, adding that there was only one dissentient 
voice, 

Mr. Ditton, in support of the petition, described the meeting as 
large, orderly, and ee. 

The Surveyor read the following report :— 

“I beg to submit that, in the event of permission being given by your honourable 
Court to the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company to take up the pavements in the 
city of London for the purpose of laying their pipes, the following additional con- 
ditions as to the relaying of such pavements should be agreed to by them, viz. :— 

** That as many relays or reinstatements of the pavements, whether in the line of 
the trenches or contiguous thereto, as shall, in the opinion of the surveyor to this 
commission, be needed, properly to consolidate and make good the pavements after 
having been disturbed for the purposes of the gas company, shall be made at their 
expense. 

2 That such relays, repairs, or reinstatements shall, from time to time, be made 
by the contractor of this commission; and that the cost thereof, after having been 
certified by their surveyor, shall be charged to and be defrayed by the Gas Con- 
sumers’ Company. 

* Also, that any damage that may be done to the gullies, ventilating shafts, or 
other appliances of the sewers. should be repaired by the contractor to the commis- 
sion, and the expenses thereof borne by the Gas Consumers’ Company.” 

Mr. Morris moved 

“ That this ission grant permission to the Great Central Gas Consumers’ 
Company to lay gas pipes throughout the City, provided the works shall be executed 
at such times as shall appear to this commission most convenient for the public 
traffic.” 

Mr. Horcoop seconded the motion, 

. Mr. Deputy Harrison had not such confidence in any company as 
to allow them unconditionally to lay pipes. Ifhe had an opportunity 
of taking security for the fulfiment of the ‘ee of a company, 
he should do so for the public advantage. He regretted that two 
parties who were in accord should have conflicting motions. His 
object was that the public should have a permanent reduction in the 
price of gas guaranteed, The commission agreed on the 11th of 
January to make inquiry, and the conclusion they came to was that 
the city of London, as wholesale consumers, were entitled to have a 
supply on different terms from retail consumers. Inquiry was also 
made as to what ought to be the price charged to the citizens ; and it 
was found that an article greatly superior might be afforded at a 
much reduced price. Messrs. Bateman and Lynn attended their 
committee. But they precluded further negotiation by stating that 
no further reduction could be made. Yet the companies had reduced 
from 7s. to 6s. because the Imperial Company had reduced. The 
commissioners, havingresumed consideration of the subject in May, had 
a resolution communicated by the old companies, stating that from the 
lst of May they would reduce their charge to 5s, When the new 
company approached the court and asked permission to carry pipes, 
these two companies came forward of a sudden and said, “‘ We will 
supply you at 4s.” That was not the manly, straightforward course 
which became those respectable companies. All the commission had 
from them in writing was, that they begged to be heard. He advo- 
cated a principle and not a company. There was no permanent 
guarantee, unless the new company were admitted. He knew what 
might be the course of a court of directors: the resolution reducing 
the charges to 4s. might be rescinded to-morrow. The commission 
had the ball at their feet, and if they did not take it up—if they did not 
secure an advantage which the public had been endeavouring to obtain 
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for twenty years—it would be their own fault, The new company had 
offered, on a certain consumption being attained, to reduce their price 
to 3s.6d., and, on a certain other consumption being attained, to 
reduce their price to 3s, Had the old companies put in such a pro- 
position? No. By the reduction which the commissioners had 
secured since the 11th of January, there would be an annual saving of 
£60,000. That was the stake they were playing for. The difference 
between his motion and his friend’s was that he preferred a proposition 
secured by bond. He would impose certain restrictions on the new 
company so as to afford a guarantee for the public interest. He pro- 

ed that the provisions of last session, agreed to by the commission, 
should be embodied in the bill of the new company. He asked the 
commission to put their seal to what they had already approved. 
His motion next referred to the proposal that the rate of 4s., and the 
subsequent reductions, should be guaranteed, and that auditors, nomi- 
nated by the Board of Trade or other authority, should be appointed. 
These propositions seemed intimately connected. He had never 
met with a more honest or straightforward proposition from any 
public body. They said they would have no cooking of accounts. 
They gave security that the prospective reduction would be carried 
out by the appointment of an auditor chosen by Government, so that 
the state of the company’s affairs might be known, and the time when 
the reduction might be effected. Had they sent a guarantee from 
the other companies? The next proposition was to supply meters 
and service pipes gratuitously. There was no intended injury to the 
consumer by the present construction of meters; but there was to be 
a@ guarantee, for the parties were not obliged to go to those who 
supplied, but to a person appointed by the commission. A gentle- 
man had lately inquired why the price of his meter had been in- 
creased? He was told, ‘The price of gas is reduced, and so the 
price of meters is advanced.” (A laugh.) The Central Company 
removed the difficulty as to using gas in the houses of many poor 
persons, by offering to lay on service-pipes ; and if gas of such quality 
could be obtained as not to be injurious to delicate fabries—if a better 
article were introduced—were they not to avail themselves of it? 
The next proposition was that the pipes should be laid between seven 
in the evening and eight in the morning. There was great humbug 
as to cutting up the pavement in laying pipes. It would be but one 
night for one street. That was the whole inconvenience to place 
against a saving of £60,000 a year. Besides, there was not a penny 
of expense to the ratepayer from laying the pavement, and the court 
had heard the conditions their surveyor proposed. What ought the 
court to do as men of business? The company would be required 
under heavy penalties to fulfil all those conditions till they were 
secured by act of Parliament; but the directors of the old companies 
might rescind to-morrow the resolution of to-day. Some gentlemen 
might be prepared to propose that the matter be refered to a com- 
mittee. But there were no new facts to communicate except that 
the old companies, who said they could not reduce, had reduced. The 
only object of appointing a committee must be delay. The effect 
would be to shelve the question beyond St. Thomas’s-day. (Hear, 
hear.) Others said they would allow the company to lay their pipes 
when they had got their act of Parliament. But 4890 persons had 
agreed to take their gas at 4s. if laid down by the lst of September ; 
and, if the commission waited for the act of Parliament, the engage- 
ment might be cancelled from the lapse of time (Hear, hear.) ‘The 
cause at issue was the old companies versus the citizens of London. 
The interests of 1000 or 1500 persons were opposed to the interests of 
the 16,000 gasconsumers. Did the commission represent the interests 
of gas companies or the interests of 16,000 inhabitant householders of 
the city of Londom? (Hear, hear.) The old companies had paid 
extraordinary dividends, no doubt, though he did not think 10 per cent. 
too much for so hazardous a business ; but hehadasked one gentleman— 
‘* ‘What may be the amount of your bonuses?’’ ‘ Sir,’’ he replied, 
“I beg to decline answering that question.” The bonuses were, 
perhaps, four times the value of the dividends. [Mr. Bateman: 
‘* The Chartered Company never gave a bonus.’’] The Chartered 
Company invest their surplus profits in the purchase of stock of the 
company, reducing their capital, so that ultimately it would be in 
very few hands. The commissioners would be called on not to 
identify themselves with the interests of any gas company. That was 
what he asked them to do; and, if they did not mean to identify 
themselves with the two companies, they ought to permit a third to 
come in and gather part of the harvest. He laid great stress on the 
permanency of the saving to be secured. Such a circumstance had 
never been known as that 10,000 out of 15,119 inhabitant householders 
should join in one movement, including 271 parochial officers. He 
left the matter in the hands of the commission, His neighbours in 
Watling-street, where enormous quantities of gas were consumed, 
might be indifferent on the subject; but he should not be satisfied 
without a decision of the court on the subject, that his constituents 
might know he had supported the resolution of the last wardmote for 
supplying on better terms than hitherto the invaluable article of gas 
to the citizens of London. He concluded by moving as an amend- 
ment,— 

“That the prayer of the petition be complied with, and that the company be per- 
mitted to lay down their pipes within the City upon their executing a deed under 
at maa seal, to be approved of by the solicitor of the court, to the following 

“1. To embody in their bill all the clauses prepared and agreed to by this court 
for insertion in the company’s bill during session, 

«2, And also a clause binding the company to supply the consumers in the City 
with gas superior in purity and illuminating powers to that in present use, ata 
maximum price of 43., to be reduced to 3s. 6d. and 3s. per 1000, as soon as increased 
consumption will enable the company to make the reduction, after paying the share- 
holders a dividend of ten per cent. 

«3. To authorize the appointment of a public auditor by the corporation of London, 
the Board of Trade to audit the accounts of the company. 

4. To supply meters and services gratuitously to the consumers, and authorize 
the ype mpi inspectors by the corporation or the magistrates to stamp and 
test the meters, as between the company and the consumers, 

** 5. To authorize the appointment of eminent chemists to test the quality of the 
gas to be supplied by the company, and to secure by heavy penalties that it equals 
the stipulated standard. 





“6. To provide and guarantee by penalties that the pipes shall be laid and the 
pavement of the carriage and foot way shall be made good between the hours of seven 
o’clock in the evening and eight o’clock in the morning. 

“7. The deed to provide by heavy penalties for the fulfilmént of all the foregoing 
conditions until they shall be secured by the passing:of the act.” 

Mr. Morris withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Gopson seconded Mr, Deputy Harrison’s resolutions. 

Mr. Ex.ior observed that this was not a question to be decided by 
declamation or by bold, garbled, or coloured statements. A matter of 
business, involving many difficult calculations and £500,000 worth of 
property, was not to be settled by such speeches as those with which 
the public ear had, month afier month, been abused; by such 
speeches as had been delivered there on Monday, and such as had 
been made the night after with raving oratory at the London Tavern, 
For seventy tradesmen of the city of London to vote the confiscation 
of so much property was at their peril. (Oh.) The subject was one 
for the patient and untiring investigation of a select committee. He 
should move— 


“ That it be referred to a seleet committee of five to examine and report as to the 
best means by which the city of London can be supplied with gas.” 


As religion might be carried to fanaticism, and thrift to meanness, 
free trade might be carried beyond just limits. The public had been 
hounded on to make a ery for cheap gas. (No.) Much had been 
said to the effect that the public would now have security for gas of 
the best quality at the cheapest rate. It was as easy to say the gas 
of the old companies was not of good quality as it was to say “‘ No 
shoddy sold in this shop.’”” But he wished to see the evidence. They 
must call before them persons skilled in the manufacture of gas to 
give their certificate whether the gas of the old companies was as 
good as it could be madc or not. There was no evidence against the 
quality of the gas except the daring assertions of speechmakers. He 
challenged his friend Harrison to produce evidence on the point. 
{Mr. Deputy Harrison: ‘‘I shall be able to do so most satisfactorily 
from your own minutes.”] Dr. Playfair, and other eminent authori- 
ties, who had periodically examined the gas of the Chartered Com- 
pany, had declared their opinions; and the test-book, showing the 
samples of gas taken from time to time, proved that it was as pure as 
in the present state of science gas could be made. It was nothing for 
Mr. Croll to say he could make better; every man who came out with 
anew speculation could say so. It was also asserted that the old 
companies gave bad measure. Was it likely that such a gentleman 
as Mr. Hawes, one of whose sons occupied a high position in the 
administration of the country, would have his name tarnished by any 


connection with a company which did what was alleged? Who were | 


they that made those assertions against the honour of these gentle- 
men? There were men who knew them better than he did. 
(Laughter.) Mr. Croll was a maker of gas-meters, and wished every 
company with which he was connected to sell gas-meters. But the 
old companies were required by act of Parliament to make gas-meters ; 
and if the meters did, except by the merest accident, measure falsely, 
that was owing to the carelessness of some third party in his business, 
{Mr. Deputy Harrison: “I never made the insinuation.”’] He should 
like to hear one commissioner after another rise to disclaim the charge. 
(Cries of “ All.””) [Deputy Stevens: “A great many of our consti- 
tuents say so, but we don’t say so.””]_ The Central Company wanted 
to take away the bread from eighty or a hundred of their fellow- 
citizens, and to monopolize the whole business of gas-fitting. The 
company, which had been able to dispose of only 6230 shares, taxed 
themselves £12,000 for gas-meters ; but he hoped no crushing mono- 
oly would drive the ingenious workman required from the business. 
t was proposed to bring gas into the City by means of a new 
company, feeble in power and reputation, as compared with the 
body of proprietors in the old companies, who for thirty years had 
supplied gas to the City, and against whom no imputation of 
dishonourable or irregular conduct could be made. Could that be 
done bya new company? And, if it could be done, oughtit? The 
new company could not do what it undertook. What never had been 
done, was never likely to be done. (Laughter.) He did not mean to 
say that gas could not be given at 2s. 6d. the 1000 cubic feet. It 
had been so stated, but, when the fact came to be examined, it ap 
peared that the real cost was nearly three times 2s. 6d. He did not 
say it never could be done, but, as prudent men of business, they 
would not ay it could be done unless they had evidence affording 
good reason to suppose that it could be done. Was it done anywhere 
in the kingdom? (A Voice: *“ Yes!”’) It was not. To make out 
that it was so was taking a part for the whole. Sugar was sold at 3d. 
alb., but no person had aright to say that was the market price. In- 
cluding the places where gas was made on the most favourable and 
the most unfavourable terms, the average price was 5s. The new 
company proposed to give a supply at one-third less than the 
average price in England. One of the most astounding state- 
ments made by Mr. Pearson was, that gas was made at Birming- 
ham at 3s, 8d., and that the dividend was larger than when the price 
was 12s. These were questions for the committee. But gas was 
soldin Birmingham at prices varying from 6s. 6d. to 3s. 8d. God 
forbid he should suppose Mr, Pearson had made a mistake except 
under the influence of his imagination; which here ran rampant. 
The medium price actually paid was more than ds. ; and, taking into 
account the numbers who paid a higher and a lower price, the equa- 
tion would be 5s. 6d. or 5s, 9d, Yet it was by clever and unscrupu- 
lous paid agents, sent from house to house, and filling the minds of 
the poor, overtaxed, and unthinking (laughter) people with such 
statements, that the petitions had been got up. At Birmingham they 
were not so much manufacturers of gas as of coke. Coke was of 
more value there than in any other part of the kingdom; yet under 
these circumstances it was that the two averages, as he had 
stated, for the price of gas, were 5s. and 5s.6d. It was said 
the new company would obtain coal at 12s. 6d. per ton. He 
should like to see the contract. The statement was not true. Yet 
it had induced people to sign that perilous document, engaging 
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to take the company’s That was not the price paid by gen- 
tlemen standing as high i in their own business as Jones Loyd 
or Messrs, Morrison in theirs. These gentlemen paid from 1ds. 
to 16s., which made a large difference in a close calculation of profits, 
The mistake made in political arithmetic with respect to the penny 
postage offered a ready illustration. Gas was not a thing of which 
the supply could be increased without limit in the city of London. 
Birmingham, on the other hand, had increased in houses and wealth ; 
in the city of Loudon the population had rather diminished; so that 
a reduction in the price of gas would most probably not be accom- 
wy by any, or by any considerable, increase of consumption. It 

ad been said the old companies had large profits. What was the 
fact? Three had been ruined, one had ten per cent., one had eight 
per cent., another seven per cent., five paid six per cent., two paid five 
per cent., and two nothing. That appeared from the parliamentary 
return. The new company, however, might possibly possess an Alad- 
din’s lamp. He should read a letter from Mr. Barlow as to the pro- 
— of the new company. It was addressed to the Committee of 

anagement of the City of London Gas Works. 

* London, Dee, 5, 1849. 

* Gentlemen,—Having carefully examined Mr. Croll’s estimates of the cost of con- 
structing gas-works for the supply and distribution in the city of London of 
868,000,000 feet of coal gas per annum, and of the capital necessary for carrying on 
such works upon the basis proposed by him, I am of opinion that the sum of 
£272,300 will be required, and that the revenue to be derived from that quantity of 
gas (less the leakage of one-sixth), at 4s. per 1000 feet, will be 3} per cent. upon this 


capital. 
“ In reply to your further request for information as to the cause of so high a price 
for coal as 21s. 3d. per ton being quoted from Birmingham in the return made to Mr. 


Hume’s motion. I beg to say that the Birmingham and Staffordshire Gas Light Com- 
pany are at the Birmingham station a coke company more than a gas company, they 

aving found it more profitable to use Welsh coal at this high price, which, by long 
distillation, gives coke suitable for railway purposes (and for which they have a con- 
tract with the railway company which nearly repays the first cost of the coal), than 
to employ the cheaper coal of the Staffordshire district, the coke from which, when 
distilled in retorts, is not suitable for railway purposes. I should, however, remark 
that the long distillation of all coal materially injures the quality of the gas yielded; 
and on a late occasion it was found in Birmingham to be thirty per cent. inferior in 
illuminating power to your gas ; so that the latter at 4s. per 1000 feet is equal to the 
former at 2s. 94d. “| have the honour to be, &c., 

“ Tuomas G, Bar.ow, Civil Engineer.” 


Mr. Elliot then touched on the injury which would be done to the 
pavement, and the difficulty of carrying a new system of pipes through 
the network now existing. What security, he asked, had they that 
the new company could do what it undertook? One gentleman had 
said, ‘“*I will buy your gas, but not touch your shares ;’* though Mr. 
Dillon had since taken 20 shares. Of 6200 shares, 1427 had been 
taken up by persons who would receive a money-income from the 
project, 4726 by the public at large, a large portion by parties out of 
the City. Deputy Harrison took five shares. Had all the directors 
paid the £i call? (A Voice: ‘Every one.”) It was said none of 
them had ever been engaged in bubble schemes. In the Times of 
April 10, 1838, he found an advertisement of “The Self-producing and 
Self-consuming London and Coast Coal Company”’ (which sounded 
like “‘The Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company’’) ; ‘capital 
£500,000’’; ** the capitalists’ shares guaranteed £5 per cent. per annum 
interest ;”’ “‘ solicitors, Messrs. C, Pearson and Wilkinson.” (‘ Hear, 
hear,” from Mr. Deputy Lott.) Among the provisional directors were 
the names of Sir G, Strickland, C. P. Villiers, H. A. Aglionby. The 
Times of April17, 1838, contained aletter from Sir J. Mills, stating that 
these names were published without the authority of the parties. 
(Question.) With respect to the persons interested in the old com- 

anies, there were 1126 in the Chartered Company, only 17 of whom 

ad dividends of £100 and upwards; 47 of £50 and upwards; and 
869, or three-fourths, were under £20 a year. Mr. Croll had told the 
House of Commons that the work for which 27s. a week was now 
paid could be done for 20s, This was part of a system, then, to grind 
down the faces of the poor. The commission were called on further 
to protect the 4000 gas consumers who had been tricked into signing 
an agreement. For these reasons he had proposed his motion, which 
he believed there was a sufficient number of disinterestd men to sup- 
port who had no fear of St. Thomas’s-day. (Hear, hear.) 


Mr. Deputy Lorr seconded Mr. Elliot’s amendment. 


Mr. Perxrys and Mr. Cuapwrck supported Mr, Deputy Harrison’s 
motion. 

Mr. Alderman Lawrence characterized the estimates of the new 
company as erroneous, in so far as it was represented thatthe expense 
for pavement on laying fifty-two miles of pipe would be (at 1s. 6d. 
per yard) £6891, no notice being taken of cross openings or foot pave- 
ments. He should say it would take £20,000 more to cover the 
expense. As regarded pavement, it was impossible to move a portion 
without disturbing the whole and creating a constant necessity for 
relaying. The City Gas Company had sent a memorial which there 
was a formal objection to receiving; but he should read it as part of 
his statement. They said they would not only give the gas at 4s., 
but if they raised their dividend to ten per cent. they would reduce 
the charge to 3s, 6d., and again to 3s. (“ Oh!” andahiss.) Per- 
haps it was one of the new company that was hissing. Suppose the 
new company did not get their bill after the commission had granted 
their application, the commission would be placed in a dilemma—by 
what but their own folly ? The Government might be of opinion that 
there was no sufficient case made out. As to the company paying for 
meters, people when they went for a measure of oil took their own jar. 


The memorialists further engaged to supply gas in purity and illumi-- 


nating power equal to that Mr. Clegg approved. Many people were 
said to have complained of the quality of the present supplies. ‘To 
— 90,000 signatures to a petition was one of the jokes of the day. 

arties were ready to sign anything for a reduction in price. The 
memorialists were of opinion that for them to supply meters would be 
against good trading, but they were prepared to provide service-pipes 
gratuitously. They proposed that their valve-room should be open at 
all times to the chemist of the commission, in order to ensure that the 
quality of the gas was equal to that of which Mr. Clegg approved, and 





that a contract be entered into with the commission as a guarantee for 
the fulfilment of the proposed arrangements from Christmas next. 

Mr. Deputy Brivee was not satisfied that there was any security 
given by the new company for a continued supply at a lower rate. 
Would they lay down pipes in the whole or in only part of the City— 
in the courts and alleys as well as in the principal streets, where the 
people would pay them well? 

r. L, TayLor intended to vote against the application of thenew 
company, which he thought premature. There was no use to deny 
the fact that, had it not been for the new company, the price would 
not have been reduced by the old (loud cries of ‘* Hear, hear’’); but, 
as Commissioners of Sewers, they had to bear in mind what it was 
best should be done in the discharge of their duty. It was proposed 
in the present instance to deviate from the usual mode of dealing with 
petitioners. But, he might ask, had they any certainty that the gas 
to be manufactured would ever reach the City? He did not know 
whether those who had the superintendence of the roadways out of | 
the City would raise any obstacle. (Mr. Deputy Harrison: “‘ The 
company has permission on a line of railway.’’) That was a novel 
line of transit for gas, and his friend Mr. Deputy Harrison himself 
seemed to be going at railway speed, contrary to his usual cautious 
manner of travelling. It was time for this company to apply to the 
commission when they were in a conditon to manufacture gas. 

Mr. Harrison replied. He thought it am advantage to the public 
that the company should supply meters tested by the corporation. 
If Mr. Croll, by his intelligence or connection in business, could make 
an advantageous arrangement, were the court to complain when it 
was advantageous to them also? It was not right in Mr. Elliot to 
call a company, with which persons of so unquestioned respectability 
were connected, a bubble company. It was a company which was 
prepared to pay one-half ofits capital into the Bank of England before 
touching a stone of the pavement. He held in his hand a testimonial 
to Mr. Croll, who was accused by Mr. Elliot of intending to reduce 
the price of labour (A Member: “ It wasthe wholecompany.”) It 
bore an inscription that it was presented to Angus Croll, Esq., by the 
working men employed at the gas- works, Brick-lane, to express their 
esteem for him ; their sense of his uniform kindness, and of his strict 
impartiality during the time he was engaged in these works. Who 
would have thought that the clear-headed William Lawrence, alder- 
man and sheriff, would have committed the mistake of overlooking 
items a little lower down on the paper, where service-pipes were men- 
tioned, including trenches, foot-pavements, and relaying? (Alderman 
Lawrence: ‘‘ That has nothing to do with it.”) Whatever the com- 
pany’s officer might say, consequent damage must be paid by the 
company. 

The court then divided, when there appeared— 





For a committee si oe o oe 11 
Against it oe oe oe oe o 35 
Majority ee oe e _ 24 


The minority in favour of Mr. Elliot’s motion fora committee con- 
sisted of Aldermen Sir C. Marshall and Lawrence ; Deputies Bridge, 
Millard, Elliot, Lott, Taylor, Brown, Eagleton, Cork, and Simpson, 

Mr. Deputy Harrison’s resolutions were accordingly carried; and 
the court adjourned. ° 


Legal intelligence. 


COURT OF BANKRUPTCY.—Sarvurpay, Nov. 10. 


In Re Davres anp Davies.—This was. an adjourned dividend 
meeting in the case of these bankrupts, who carried on business a 
builders, and whose case came before the court under the following 
peculiar circumstances :—Mr. Huddlestone (with Mr. Brown, of Tra- 
falgar-square, appeared on the part of the London Gas Light Com- 
pany, and Mr. Cooke represented the bankrupts and Mr. Hutchison. 

The London Gas Light Company sought to prove for £3000. It 
appeared that Hutchison had been engineer of the gas company, and 
a shareholder. The company had been in the habit for many years 
of dealing with Daniel Davies, who has gone to Australia, and it was 
alleged that a most extensive system of fraud had been carried on by 
the bankrupt, with the connivance of Hutchison. An extensive 
excavation had been charged to the company, as of the depth of four- 
teen feet, when it was only eleven feet, and a charge of £90 made for 
concrete. The accounts for this work had been altered and certified 
by Hutchison as correct ; whereas he was alleged to have known of 
the fraud as to the excavation; and on opening the ground not a 
particle of concrete appeared, Goods belonging to the gas company 
were also carted away to the Bromley Gas Works, belonging to 
Hutchison, the cartage of which was actually charged to the London 
Gas Company. It was alleged that there were other cases of a similar 
description. 

Mr. Brown was examined at some length, for the purpose of esta- 
blishing these facts, but, as several witnesses of the deliveries of goods 
were subsequent to the date of the fiat, 

Mr. Cooke objected to the admissibility of this evidence, urging that 
it was only meant as a side-wind attack upon Mr. Hutchison. 

His Honour must admit that the company had a right to establish 
the facts as to their being defrauded. They could have the matter 
settled by a civil or criminal court of justice, but he could not see 
that this court had to go into the matter. The bankrupt owed a large 
amount of debt, and there were no assets. It was certified by one of 
the company’s servants that the necessary deposit of concrete for 
some buildings had taken place when it had not; but upon the matter 
the learned commissioner would express no opinion,—The proof was 
withdrawn. 
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IRISH MANUFACTURE. 


AMES GRAY and CO. continue to 
make every description of FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, 

and BLOCKS used in setting Retorts, all of the very 

best fire clay. 

Irish Gas Companies can be supplied with as cheap 

and good an article, manufactured in theirown country, 

as any they can import. 

Fire-clay and Brick Works, Coal Island, 

near Dungannon, county of Tyrone, May 28, 1849. 

N.B. Flooring, Ridge, and Oven Tiles, Water Pipes, 

Flue Linings, &c. &c. 





THE MOST PERFECT DRY GAS METER. 


DEFRIES, eer, Inventor 
@ and Pateutee, 10, Hampstead-road, and 67, 
St. Martin’s-lane, London, having, by the SALE of 
nearly 30,000 METERS, established, beyond all doubt 
and precedent, their unequalled character, begs to 
direct the attention of the Gas Companies, the Gas 
Fitters, and the Public, to the following particulars :— 
That nearly 30,000 are now in action; that the powerful 
Chartered Gas Company have more than 6000 alone in 
use; that he has recently constructed, upon the order 
of the above Company, a Meter for the New Houses of 
Parliament, calculated to pass 10,000 feet of gas per 
hour, and to supply 2000 burners, and which has been 
pronounced by all the daily and weekly journals and 
the first men of the day to be the most magnificent 
measuring machine ever constructed by human hands ; 
that a Meter of almost equal dimensions was recently 
constructed by him, also upon the order of the 
Chartered Gas Company, for the Italian Opera-house, 
Covent-garden, calculated to pass 6000 feet of gas per 
hour, and to supply 1500 burners, and which works 
with only the loss of one-half atenth pressure; that he 
Yas supplied many large Meters to Government Offices, 
Public Companies, Club-houses, Churches, Chapels, 
Theatres, &c., too numerous to mention; that two 
large Meters have been in action at the Thames Tunnel 
night and day for five years, being equal to forty years 
of ordinary use; and the registration, being recorded 
daily, offers the most incontestable proof that, on the 
score of precision and durability, asa te unequalled; 
that these Meters have been proclaimed by the first 
scientific gentlemen of the day to be the surest tests 
that could be made; and eight years’ flattering ex- 
perience has proved them to be wholly free from all 
the evils and annoyances attendant upon the water 
meter, of the truth of which the annexed testimonial 
bears striking evidence :— 


* Woolwich Protective yy aay og Gas Company, 
“Jan, 15, . , 

“ Sir,—I have great pleasure in giving my testimony 
to the excellence of the dry meter, and think there is no 
comparison between that and the water meter, as re- 
gards the value of.the two instruments. Experitnce, 
confirms this opinion. We have had several hundreds 
of yours in work for nearly five years with the utmost 
success. They are perfect in registration, have no un- 
dulation in the lights, are free from the action of frost, 
and, above all, require no attention when once fixed. 
I have taken down several that have been at work for the 
above time, and, on testing them, found they registered 
as correctly as when first made. I am confidentI can- 
not say too much in praise of. dry.meters; and that all 
proprietors who furnish pure gas would find it to 
their interest touse themonly.~ ~* on 

« J. THomas, Superintendent Engineer. 
“ To Mr. Defries.” 


Experimental Glazed Meters may be seen inaction at 
Mr. Faraday’s, Wardour-street, Soho. 

— Warris, Wardour-street, Soho. : 
Messrs. Dean and Dray, Arthur-street, London-bridge. 
Mr. Baker, Manor-house, King’s-road, Chelsea. 
Institution of Civil Engineers, 25, Great George-street. 
Royal Polytechnic Institution, Regent-street. 

The Bank of England, . 

Mr. Boccius, Patent Light Office, 14, Duke-st., Adelphi. 
And at the following Gas Fitters and Lamp Manu- 

facturers :— 

Mr. Deville, 367, Strand. ; 

Messrs. Debaufer and Son, Creed-lane, Ludgate-hill, 

— Dowson, 69, Welbeck-street. 

— Brocklehurst and Co., 177, High Holborn. 

— Huxley and Herlot, 16, Castle-street, Long-acre. 
Mr. Hodder, 9, Tottenham-court-road, 

— Kitchen, 60, Crawford-street, Marylebone. 

— Rickets, 5, Agar-street, and 14, Threadneedle-st. 

— Slater, 23, Denmark-street, Soho. 

— Baker, Manor-house, Chelsea. 

— Shirley, 3, Back-road, Ratcliff-highway. 

— Gardner, 453, Strand. 

— Carter, 41, Exeter-street, Portland-market. 

— Petitt and Son, 17, Brook-street, New-road. 

— Verity, 31, King-street, Covent-garden. 

— Rothwell, 20, Cleveland-street. 

— Williams, 14, Sloane-square, Chelsea. 

— May, 21, Berwick-street. 

— Edgar, 71, Marylebone-lane. 

— Pilkington, 26, Great Marylebone-street. 

— Greening, 15, West-street, Seven-dials. 

— Harris, Wardour-street, Soho. 
— Edgar Parkes, Fleet-street. 


In conclusion N. Defries begs to say, that he has 
been extensively patronized | all the London and by 
most of the Provincial Gas Companies; that any or 
all of them will on application testify to the correct- 
ness, durability, aud value of his Meters; that these 
Meters have been successfully introduced to the Con- 
tinent, to America, and many of the Colonies; that 
they have proved themselves to be unvarying, correct, 
— | durable instruments, and may be obtained at a 
small expense per annum of all Gas Companies who 
supply Meters to their customers; that they combine 
safety and economy, as no water is used, and require 
no attention when once fixed. 

Testimonials, Lists of Prices, and every information 
may be obtained at either Factory, 10, Hampstead- 
road, or 67, St. Martin’s-lane. 








BY HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT. 
(ROLL and GLOVER, Patent Dry Gas Meter Manufacturers, Suffolk-street, 


_ CLERKEN WELL-GREEN, LONDON, beg respectfully to call attention to the following extracts from 
testimonials in favour of their Meters. The respectability of the parties will be esteemed by all acquainted 
with gas matters as, affording the most indubitable evidence of the superiority of their Patent Dry Gas Meters, 
proving that gas companies and gas consumers may rely on them for a just and unvarying registration, durability, 
and the absence of all trouble arising from condensation of water in the fittings, and the impossibility of their 


being stopped by freezing in the coldest climates. 


CroLt.and Glover take this opportunity of remarking to Gas Companies that the apprehension so generally 


entertained by them, viz., that if 


y Meters were introduced into their districts their Stock of Water Meters 


would be thrown on their hands, while this has not happened even with those Gas Companies who have for years 
back purchased none but Dry Meters; this apprehension ought to lead Gas Companies to a speedy investigation 
into the merits of Dry Meters, so that they may not, year after year, be increasing their stock of Water Meters, 
which they. themselves apprehend must one day be thrown out of use. 

CROLL and GLover humbly think that the following extracts prove that the merits of their Meter are entitled 


to prompt attention of Gas Companies. 
Almost all the testimonials bear the date of November, 


1848, 


EXTRACTS. 


“The Chartered Gas Company have purchased and 
fixed up above 2,000.”—Gronrce Lows, Civil Engineer, 
F.R.S., $c., Consulting Engineer to the Chartered Gas 
Light and Coke Company, London. 

“ We have in this district from seven to eight hun- 
dred, and are daily fixing more.”—F. I. Evans, Su 
intendent at Chartered Gas Light and Coke Company's 
Station, Brick-lane. 

* Linvariably found the flames perfectly steady, and 
the gas accurately measured.”—A. H. Sti1L, Superin- 
tendent at Chartered Gas Light and Coke Company's 
Station, St. Luke’s. 

“TI beg to state that out of 800 Meters of the square 
form, and anti-corrosive metal, I find — twenty have 
been entered in our return-book, chiefly for broken 
index-glasses, The company are continuing to pur- 
chase and fix up your Meters in considerable quan- 
tities.".—WILL1AM Monro, General Superintendent 
and Engineer of the Phenix Gas Light and Coke Com- 
pany, London. 

“I have much pleasure in stating that the Meters we 
have received with your last improvements have given 

eat satisfaction.”—JoHN AIRD, Superintendent of the 

— Gas Light and Coke Company’s Station, Green- 
wich. 

“TI have had some of them in use for nearly four 
years. In certain situations exposed to the influence 
of the climate I have found them to be the only de- 
scription fit for use, as well as in confined. and ‘over- 
heated situations, where the water in the Water Meters 
is i b ee pee 
tary and Superintendent of the Independent’ Gas Light 
om | Coke Company, London. 

sod een | had, in all, up to the present time under 
my inspection 609 Meters of your manufacture, a very 
good opportunity has thus been afforded me of judging 
of their merits. The result of ee ne ey in respect 
of registration and steadiness of light is, that the Meters 





have given perfect satisfaction.”—D. METHVEN, Engi- 
Station Meters, Station Governors, Pressure Registers, 


neer and Superintendent to the Commercial Gas Light 
and Coke Company, . 

“The advantages which I have found attending the 
use of your Dry Gas Meters, in preference to the Wet 
Meters, are so important, that nothing would induce 
me to return to the use of the latter. As Station Meters 
yours have the additional advantage, that there is no 
water-line to attend to, or to be subject to neglect.”— 
Cuar.es Dixon, Engi of the Chichester Gas Light 
and Coke Company. 

“I have also had sufficient opportunity of knowing 
that they are not affected by the most severe frost, nor 
where one of them was fixed did I ever know of con- 
densation taking place in the inside gas fittings of any 
premises.”—-SAMUEL PONTIFEX, Manager, Winchester 
Gas Light and Coke Company. 

“ We are now tage | your Meters solely.”—CHARLES 
Purves, Manager, Gas Works, Gosport. 

**It is now nearly 2 years since we commenced using 
upwards of 100 of your Dry Meters, and during the 
whole of that time have not taken one of them down, for 
any cause whatever. This is an unvarnished, practical 
fact, and unprecedented, as far as my experietite goes; 
therefore I have no hesitation in stating that I pre- 
fer them to every other Meter with which I am ac- 
quainted.”—J . Tuomas, Manager, Consumers’ Pro- 
tective Gas Light Company, Woolwich. April 19, 1849. 

re Previous to using them I held theoretical objections, 
which T can now say have been removed, and their 
superiority as an instrument of unvarying measuring 
capacity has been fully established.”— Epwarp H. 
THORMAN, Superintendent of the West Ham Gas Com- 





pany. 
“IT have delayed giving my opinion of your Meters 
until I had had another winter’s experience ; and, not- 
withstanding some of them were placed in the open air, 
not one became fixed. We have had a short winter, but 
the frost is very severe.” —P, T. W.de TIMMERMAN, Di- 
rector of the City of LeydenGas Works. Jan. 26, 1849, 
Experimental Meters, and Specific Gravity Apparatus. 





CANNEL COAL. 


J OHN HENDERSON and CO. respect- 
. . . " 

.fully invite the attention of Managers of Gas- 
works. to-the annexed Report by Professor Fyfe upon 
their PARROT ‘or CANNEL COAL, which continues 
to be shipped at Burntisland to any extent. Price 10s. 
per ton, f. 0. b. 

Apply to Messrs. R. W. KENNARD and Co., 67, Upper 
Thames-street, London; or to JAMES CONNEL, Ship- 
ping Agent, Burntisland. 

Lochgelly Coal and Iron Works, by Burntisland, 

March, 1849. 
REPORT ON THE VALUE OF LOCHGELLY PARROT COAL 
FOR THE MANUFACTURE OF GAS, 

In the trials made with this Coal 14lbs. of coal were 
carbonized. The quantity of gas given off was esti- 
mated by meter ; the illuminating power of the gas was 
ascertained by the chlorine test, the durability by 
meter—consuming the gas with a single jet of 1-33 of 
an inch diameter, and with a 5-inch flame. The specific 
gravity was taken in the usual way. 

The following are the results, being the average of 
several trials: — 


Cubic feet of gas ..........00-.000 9123°_ per ton of coals, 
Illuminating power of gas ... 14:5 candles. 
Derabllity, .....cccososcyscosesececese 65°30 minutes. 


Specific gravity of gas ......... 5 

The Lochgelly Coal may be considered as a fair 
average quality of Parrot Coal ; for, though it is beneath 
the Lesmahago.Coal, not only as regards the quantity 
of gas afforded, but also as to theilluminating power and 
durability of the gas, yet itis equal to the average quality 
of the Parrot Coal of the Lothians and of Fifeshire. 

It is much more valuable than the English Caking 
Coal and English Parrot Coal now in general use, in 
regard to their relative value for the amount of light 
afforded by the combustion of their gases, as the fol- 
owing table will show :— 
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Accordingly, the Lochgelly Coal is, on an average, 
more than six times the value of English Caking Coal, 
and more than twice and a half as valuable as the 
average of English Parrot Coal, for affording light by 
the combustion of their gases. 

A ton of Lochgelly Coal leaves 1200 Ibs. of coke. 

In the above estimate the value of the ammoniacal 
liquor, tar, &c., is not taken into account. 





A. Fyre, Professor of Chemistry, 





Feb. 28, 1849, King’s College University, Aberdeen. 


BRYMBO Iron Works, Foundry, 

and COLLIERY, near WREXHAM, NORTH 
WALES, Shipping Ports :—Birkenhead, and Saltney, 
near Chester, on the river Dee. 

Report of Experiments made at the Wrexham Gas 
Works on the 3rd, 4th, and 5th, and at the Chester Gas 
Works on the 6th and 7th, of August, 1848, upon the 
Gas Coals raised at the Brymbo Colliery, by Mr. A, 
WRIGHT, Gas Engineer, London. 

At one work Fire-clay Retorts were used at a high 
temperature; at the other Iron Retorts at a moderate 
temperature; the results are, therefore, given sepa- 
rately, Clay and Iron being given as synonymous with 
high and moderate heats. 


TWO YARD COAL. 


Cray ReTorTs, 2 cwt. charge. 53 hours. 


Gas_ Cubic Feet 8880. 
Sp. Gr. first of Charge ‘596 ( Mean Sp. Gr. 463. 
middle ,, °462 5 feet per hour, 


equal to 15 can- 
Per Ton last o  °300 


dles. 
Gas by Weight 294-94 lbs, 
F 70 


ar - 

Coke 12 cwt. 22lbs. 

The Coke of very superior quality, 
POWELL COAL, 

Ciay ReTorts, 2cwt.charge. 5 hours, 
Gas Cubic Feet 10165, 
Sp. Gr. first of Charge ‘586 / Mean Sp. Gr. 459, 

middle ,, 456 5 feet per hour, 


equal to 14:88 
Per Font last » *428\ candles, 


Gas by Weight 
Tar 
\Coke 11 ewt. 56 Ibs, 


POWELL COAL. 
Iron Rerorts, 13 cwt. charge. 5 hours. 


Gas Cubic Feet 8250. 
Sp.Gr. first of Charge *560 Mean Sp. Gr. 470, 


337°8 Ibs. 
70 


a a equal to 15°3 can- 
middie ,, °465) “dies, at 5 feet 


Per Ton last » °300\ per hour, 
Gas by Weight 2956 Ibs, 
Tar 05°0 ,, 





\Coke 11 ewt. 56lbs. 


This Coal yields Gas very easily, of a good quality, 
and at a moderate heat. The Coke is also, though 
small, very good. It is therefore well fitted for those 
who use Iron Retorts and require a superior Gas. 
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